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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 098410 
ORIGIN 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR- 12 ISO-OO L-03 CIAE-00 INR-07 
NSAE-00 PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 /072 R 

DRAFTED BY IO/UNP:GBHELMAN:MR 
APPROVED BY IOJABAKER 
AF:RHOUDEK 

30225 1Z 084152/73 

R 301945Z APR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 098410 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: UNSC, PFOR, NI 

SUBJECT: NIGERIAN CANDIDACY FOR SECURITY COUNCIL SEAT 

REF: LAGOS 4818 

1 . WE WERE ORIGINALLY INFORMED BY DIPLOMATIC NOTE DATED 
JANUARY 19 IN NEW YORK OF NIGERIA'S CANDIDACY TO REPLACE 
BENIN ON THE SECURITY COUNCIL. 

2. WE AGREE THAT NIGERIA WOULD MAKE A VALUABLE MEMBER OF 
THE COUNCIL AND WOULD BE A SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT OVER 
BENIN. HOWEVER, AS A MATTER OF POLICY, WE REFRAIN FROM 
SUPPORTING CANDIDACIES PRIOR TO ENDORSEMENT BY REGIONAL 
GROUPS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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3. ACCORDINGLY, IN COMMENTING ON THE NIGERIAN NOTE, 

YOU SHOULD RESTRICT YOURSELF TO THE FOLLOWING: 

- WE WILL GIVE CAREFUL AND SYMPATHETIC CONSIDERATION TO 
NIGERIA'S CANDIDACY AT THE TIME WHEN WE TAKE A POSITION 
ON ELECTIONS TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL PRIOR TO THE 32ND 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

—IT IS OUR POLICY TO DEFER TAKING A POSITION ON 
ELECTIONS TO UN BODIES UNTIL THE PREFERENCES OF THE 
RESPECTIVE REGIONAL GROUP HAVE BEEN EXPRESSED. 

- SHOULD NIGERIA OBTAIN REGIONAL ENDORSEMENT, WE WILL 
LOOK FORWARD TO CLOSE AND CONSTRUCTIVE COOPERATION IN 
THE SECURITY COUNCIL, IN PARTICULAR ON QUESTIONS OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

4. FOR USUN: AMBASSADOR YOUNG MAY WISH TO EXPRESS TO 
NIGERIAN PERMREP SATISFACTION THAT NIGERIA HAS DECIDED 
TO SEEK AN SC SEAT AND HOPE THAT THEY WILL SUCCEED. 
CHRISTOPHER 
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PAGE 01 STATE 098410 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /011R 

DRAFTED BY :AF/W:PRCHAVEAS/MPH 
APPROVED BY :AF/W :TWMSMITH 

112531 281216Z/46 

R271526ZJUL 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 098410 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PORG, UNSC, NG, NI 

SUBJECT: NIGER/NIGERIA COMPETITION FOR SECURITY COUNCIL 
SEAT 

FOLLOWING IS A REPEAT 
QUOTE 
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INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
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USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 098410 

E.O. 11652: CDS 

TAGS: UNSC, PFOR, NI 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 098410 

SUBJECT: NIGERIAN CANDIDACY FOR SECURITY COUNCIL SEAT 

REF: LAGOS 4818 

1 . WE WERE ORIGINALLY INFORMED BY DIPLOMATIC NOTE DATED 
JANUARY 19 IN NEW YORK OF NIGERIA'S CANDIDACY TO REPLACE 
BENIN ON THE SECURITY COUNCIL. 

2. WE AGREE THAT NIGERIA WOULD MAKE A VALUABLE MEMBER OF 
THE COUNCIL AND WOULD BE A SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT OVER 
BENIN. HOWEVER, AS A MATTER OF POLICY, WE REFRAIN FROM 
SUPPORTING CANDIDACIES PRIOR TO ENDORSEMENT BY REGIONAL 
GROUPS. 

3. ACCORDINGLY, IN COMMENTING ON THE NIGERIAN NOTE, 

YOU SHOULD RESTRICT YOURSELF TO THE FOLLOWING: 

- WE WILL GIVE CAREFUL AND SYMPATHETIC CONSIDERATION TO 
NIGERIA'S CANDIDACY AT THE TIME WHEN WE TAKE A POSITION 
ON ELECTIONS TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL PRIOR TO THE 32ND 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

IT IS OUR POLICY TO DEFER TAKING A POSITION ON 
ELECTIONS TO UN BODIES UNTIL THE PREFERENCES OF THE 
RESPECTIVE REGIONAL GROUP HAVE BEEN EXPRESSED. 

- SHOULD NIGERIA OBTAIN REGIONAL ENDORSEMENT, WE WILL 
LOOK FORWARD TO CLOSE AND CONSTRUCTIVE COOPERATION IN 
THE SECURITY COUNCIL, IN PARTICULAR ON QUESTIONS OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

4. FOR USUN: AMBASSADOR YOUNG MAY WISH TO EXPRESS TO 
NIGERIAN PERMREP SATISFACTION THAT NIGERIA HAS DECIDED 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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TO SEEK AN SC SEAT AND HOPE THAT THEY WILL SUCCEED. 

CHRISTOPHER. UNQUOTE. 

VANCE 
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